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Path. Girai, with 20,000 Tatars, to Daghistan, with orders to raise the tribes
there against Persia and to invade that country.1 As Path Girai, marching
by the nearest route to Daghistan, crossed into Russian territory, great
alarm was caused in St. Petersburg, and Nepluiev, the Russian Minister
at Constantinople, lodged a vehement protest. Russo-Turkish relations
entered a most critical phase when it became known that a battle had
been fought in the Chechen territory between Path Girai's army and 4,000
Russians under General Yeropkin, whom Count von Hesse-Homburg,
the Commander-in-Chief of the forces in the Persian and Turkish frontier
districts, had sent to oppose the Tatars. In this action the Russians
were victorious, and forced the Tatars to retreat. Ultimately, Path
Girai and his men left Russian territory, and joined the Turkish forces
in Adharbaijan and Georgia.2

1 Butkov, Vol. I, p. 118. Von Hammer's chronology is at fault in regard to the Khan of the
Crimea; in this instance, he states that the Porte decided to create this diversion after
Topal 'Osman's defeat and death in November, 1733. (See Vol. XIV, p. 311.)

* Rondeau, nth/22nd August, S.P. 91, Vol. XV ; Butkov, Vol. I, p. 121. Von Hammer is in
error in stating, in his Geschichte der Chane der Krim unter Osmanischer Herrschaft (Vienna,
1856), p. 204, that Fath Girai, after reaching Eski Khodad, returned to the Crimea in obedi-
ence to orders received from the Porte.